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IN THE CLAIMS : 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of the 
claims in the application: 

1-17. (Cancelled) 

18. (Currently amended) A method for killing organisms and removing of toxic 
substances from an enclosure, which comprises the steps of: 

providing at least one ingress duct communicating with said interior of said 
enclosure; 

heating an environmentally acceptable gas to a temperature lethal to 
predetermined organisms; 

directing said heated gas into said enclosure through said at least one ingress 
duct for a time sufficient to raise the temperature of said enclosure to said lethal 
temperature; and 

extracting said heated gas and dead organisms suspended therein from said 
enclosure by venting and filtering said heated gas during at least a substantial portion of 
said directing step. 

19. (Currently amended) The method according to Claim 18, wherein said 
extracting step further includes passing said heated gas through at l e ast on e ogross 
duct to extract said hoatod gas through a HEPA filter . 
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20. (Currently amended) A method for sanitizing an enclosed structure having 
an exterior and an interior, comprising the steps of: 

disposing a plurality of temperature-indicating probes at prodotorm i ned l ocat i ons 
within said enclosed structure; 
heating a gas; 

directing said heated gas within said enclosed structure so as to maintain a flow 
of said heated gas within said enclosed structure; 

monitoring the temperature within said enclosure using said probes during at 
least a substantial portion of said directing step, to determine when a l l port i ons of said 
enclosed structure r e ach reaches a sufficiently high temperature for sanitizing said 
enclosed structure; and 

v e nting filtering said heated gas from said enclosed structure during at least a 
substantial portion of said directing step , th e r e by e xtracting h e at - k ill ed organisms 
susp e nd e d i n said h e at e d gas . 

21. (Previously presented) The method according to Claim 20, wherein said 
sufficiently high temperature is at least about 120°F. 

22. (Currently amended) The method according to Claim 20, furth e r 
comprising connecting sa i d t o mporaturo indicat i ng prob o s to a conso l e disposed 
outoido sa i d enc l osed structur e wherein said filtering step further comprises passing 
said heated gas through a HEPA filter. 
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23. (Currently amended) The method according to Claim 20, wherein said 
d i recting stop furth e r compr i ses kil l ing corta i n organisms w i thin sa i d enclos e d structure 
by hoating to said suffic ie nt l y high temporaturo, sa i d c e rtain organisms i nclud i ng at l east 
ono of fungi; tox i c mo l ds, includ i ng asperg i l l us oryza e , asp e rgi l lus torrous, asp o rgil l us 

v e rsico l or, c l adosporium h e rgbarum, stachybotrys chartarum, pon i ci l l i um 

aurant i ogr i s e um, — p e n i c illi um — chrisog e num, — pen i cill i um — glabrum, — and — fusarium 
oxysporum; bactor i a; and ins e cts filtering step further comprises drawing said heated 
gas through a filter . 

24-25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Currently amended) A method for exterminating toxic organisms in a 
structure, said toxic organisms comprising at least one of fungi; toxic molds, and 
bacteria, said method comprising the steps of: 

heating a gas; 

directing said heated gas in an interior portion of an enclosed structure so as to 
heat at least said interior portion to a predet e rmin e d temperature that is hot enough to 
kill said toxic organisms; 

monitor i ng an i nt e r i or t e mp e ratur e of said e nc l os e d structur e to d e t e rm i n e wh e n 
substant i al l y a ll portions of sa i d int e rior r e ach said pr e d e t e rm i n e d t e mp e ratur e ; 

maintaining an interior of said enclosed structure at not less than said 
prodotormin e d temperature for a period of time; and 

vont i ng filtering said heated gas from said enclosed structure during at least a 
substantial portion of said maintaining step , to extract k i lled organisms from said i nter i or 
softieft using a filter operable to capture said toxic organisms . 

27. (Currently amended) The method according to Claim 26, wherein said 
pr e d e t e rmin e d temperature is at least about 120°F. 



LA2:736618.1 



Serial No. 10/014,727 
February 22, 2005 
Page 5 

28. (Previously presented) The method according to Claim 26, further 
comprising disposing a plurality of temperature-indicating probes to monitor temperature 
at different locations within said enclosed structure. 

29. (Previously presented) The method according to Claim 28, further 
comprising connecting said temperature-indicating probes to a console disposed 
outside said enclosed structure. 

30. (Currently amended) The method according to Claim 26, wherein said 
tox i c organisms furth e r comprise asp e rg i l l us oryzao, asp e rg i llus t e rreus, aspergi ll us 

v e rs i co l or, cladospor i um h e rgbarum, stachybotrys chartarum, p e n i c ill ium 

aurant i ogr i s e um, — p e nici l lium — chr i sog e num, — p e nicill i um — g l abrum, — af*d — fusarium 
oxysporum filtering step further comprises passing said heated gas through said filter 
said filter comprising a HEPA filter . 

31-35. (Cancelled) 

36. (Currently amended) The method according to Claim 26, wherein the 
vonting stop comprises pass i ng sa i d h e atod gas through a v e nti l at i on duct said filtering 
step further comprises drawing said heated gas through the filter using a downstream 
blower . 

37. (Currently amended) The method according to C l a i m 36 Claim 26 , furth e r 
compr i sing f il ter i ng sa i d heat e d gas to e xtract killed organ i sms susp e nd e d therein, using 
a fi l ter i n f l u i d communication with said v e nti l at i on duct wherein said filtering step further 
comprises removing said heated gas from said interior portion of said structure during at 
least a portion of said filtering step . 

37 38. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 37, further comprising 
returning filtered gas to said interior portion after said filtering step. 
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3S 39. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 36 Claim 26 , further 
comprising applying a suction downstream of said filter. 

30 40. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 26, wherein said heating 
step is performed outside said enclosed structure. 

40 4JL (Cancelled) 

44 42. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 26, wherein said directing 
step further comprises directing said heated gas into said interior portion using at least 
one duct. 

42 43. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 26, wherein said maintaining 
step further comprises maintaining said predet e rmined temperature for not less than 
about one hour. 
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